CHAPTER SIXTY-FOUR
THE UNIVERSITY BY-ELECTION
The defeat of MacDonald at Seaham was a blow to
the c National3 Government and created a very difficult
situation for the Prime Minister. It was necessary, if the
'National' Government was to maintain any pretence of an all-
Party character, to find MacDonald another seat immediately.
Although out of the House of Commons, he still retained his
office of Lord President of the Council, but that could only be
temporary., as it would be intolerable to have a person occupy-
ing such an important post without a seal in Parliament. Mr.
Malcolm MacDonald continued., moreover, to receive his full
salary as Secretary of State for the Colonies after he had been
rejected by Bassetlaw.
It had been suggested at the time of the General Election
that Mr. Skelton, one of the Members for the Scottish Univer-
sities, should be asked to stand aside iu favour of MacDonald,
who was then in great doubt as to his prospects at Seaham.
The matter was set aside when, favourable reports having
been received from Seaham, MacDonald determined to
contest once more his old constituency. After his defeat at
Seaham, the question of finding him a safe seat elsewhere
was raised again in more urgent form. This was a matter of
extreme difficulty owing to MaeDonalcFs personal unpopu-
larity. The death of Mr* Skelton, however, created a vacancy
in the Scottish Universities, and immediately there was a great
campaign of wire-pulling and intrigue to have MacDonald
nominated as candidate in the by-election. As soon as this
was known there was an outcry from all the University political
associations against having MacDonald * planted' on them.
The Conservative Press, too, were loud in their protests.
While admitting that it was essential, for political reasons,
that MacDonald should get a seat, it was strongly urged that
the seat should be one surrendered by one of the * National'
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